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CORNWALLIS IN FAIRFIFLD

g There are aevaral traditions concerning the origin of the name
0f these, the ons mogt popular and most generally aecapted
sttributes the name to Lord corhwalliéa 'The circumstances of the story are

intereating end suggestive,. ﬁornwallis had his headqunrters at Winnsbore

.during the cloasing weeka of 1780 and the firat fortnight of 1781, Six montha

before, Charleatan had surrenderod‘to‘tho.Britiah end General Lincoln with
his whole army had been taken prisoners of war. Cornwallis with 4,000
regulars had been left to subjugata the State. The King wasg info:mad that

the rebellion had bcan crushed and that South Carolina had been brought back
, to its allagianco to the crown.,

In Augnst, a aecond continental arny under Genanal Gatos had been

aurpriuad and routed at Camden, British garrisons had been stationed at
,strategio polnte witb ordera to enroll the Tories and to repreaa every eign
~of resistance. Many of the Whigs baving lost heart took.Britiah protection.

Ouly a handful of \mdaunted'medénomues kept up the fight under their
irrapreasible leaders.,. The entire state was overrun end the British Regulara
hud slready marohed to charlotte, North Carolina, and wers walting thera for

. Tory reinforcements, But Ferguson with his 1,300 Tories wae defeated at King's

Mountain, October 7, 1780, ceusing Cornwallis promptly to fell back to
Winnsboro. Here he looked about him and perhaps dreaupt of success in 1781,
fle seems to have enjoyed the rolling hills and primavﬁl forests of:the. .
d&atrict. He must have priged the fertile soil and rich resources of the region.:
It Le hara and than that he is oredited with sayings "What a feir field"!
The name stuck, and seventeen yesrs latey whsn the territory waa aeparatad

from Camden, the new district waa named uFairfield®,
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Gornlallie wan & gpllent and akillful soldder, but he uust have
hed Ln hin eomething of the poet and the natnre loverc Hie Whig enemiee and

_ ‘uonquerors have not been unwilling to preeerve end hand doen his appreciation
: of a beeutiful country whioh he fought in vain to win and hold for his King,.

There wera many other hwave men who loved these “fair landa® betueen the

: Weteree and the Bread. White eettlere had lived there only 35 years. Moet of

then hed come from the Britieh Ialee. Theee people were dividad ehout half
Whiga. and half Toriee. One of the latter was col. John Phillipeo He hed been

Yorn 4n Irelend, waa & man of edncation end was a Tory from principle. ge and }*‘
' hie asaociatee had made themaelves espaclelly obnoxious to the petriots. Thongh

'jvhe was captured, his outreged ueighbore spared his life. A few weeks later

Gornuallis held a drun head court, marshall to try and sentence some aevenﬁy

~ ¥Waigs who had violsted their parole hy again taking up arms, Phillips pleaded
. ror mercy and “assured his lordship that if these men were exeonted e hundred

of hie Majeetmie eubjects would be hung rorthwith by the indignent people An

retaliation" (1), His plea wap granted. Upon retirement of the British from

| W&nnaboro, Phillipe was left in oommand of the Tories. The next year he eas
- taken e prieoner to camden, tried and oondemned to the gallowe,4 The Whige of
B Felrfield elnoet without exception. united in a petition for his life and eecured

the commntatiou of hle sentence to henishment.
'The intercourse between Gernwallie and Galonel Phillips was entirely

- different from the 1nterviee between the Br;tieh commander and John Mills., This A

Ehis'gained admisaion to Cornwallis. *Fend who", sald Cornwellis, "are you?"

k "My Lordship®, replied Mills, “do not you rememher.quld John Mills who keptyour

(1) quele History qf Preehyterian Church, Volume I, pego'soze
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t.hay were again doing the same thing aaainst the marauding Torias. The

father's race horse in Ireland?* "Oh, is that you, John? Give us s wag |

- of your bone, and help youraslf right fresly to spirita and water®, John
~ drank, but failed to graco his drﬁ.nk with & toast, "And bave you aw business

with me, my old friend?" *Yes, your Lbrdahip, I understand you have it in -
viev to hang a good man;y of your d&m’t Whigs and I had it in mind to eay til

. you, that that was not the way to succﬁed with these peopleo Beaides& aothing

is more uncertain then the fate of battle and your Lordship and your. brave
mep may change placea with t.he Bhige now condemned to dle. My eon, John, i8 -
ona of the damnest Whigs in the colony and if your Lordship goes on to hang -

" end you should 1‘&11 into John's hands, he would hang up your Lordship like a
| dog * - Johnny's specch had 1ts posaiblc effect, for nobody was hung, no

property plundered or doatroyed Q). ‘

_ While Cornwallis had hj.s army haadqwrtara in ¥innsboro, he was
able to get a first hand knowledge of the people of Fairfield end adjoining
districts. Many bf these folk were Praabyteriana. Some of their ministers
and ruling aldera wera descenda.nta of Scotch Covenantera who had come teo
America for conacionce sake, Many of these men were well educatedo They varitablyl.
incarnated the fine old Scotch prrinciples of honesty, industry, plety, and - '
above all, civil end roligious l!.berty. M’. least one of their preachers ie
reputed to have carried not. only his Bible but alao his long berrelled rifle
into hia pulpi.t. These men had built their log churchos in the backwoods, had -
often stood guard against the Indians whue the congregation worshippad and now

(1) Pearson's Narrative History of Fairfield County.
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British are said to have considared every Presbyterian Church in the district

’ es & center of robeluon and avery Prasbyterisn preacher as an egent of

sedition. In dealins with this situation Cornwallis one day pummoned before
him the Rev. Willim Hartm, 8 Oovananter, who preachod occasionally at the
Jackson'e Creek Ghuroh. “Ho wae brought bafore Lord Cornwallie at Winnsboro.
He stood before him ereat. with his sray locka uncovered, his eyee fixed on .

his lordehip and his countenance marked with frankness end benevolence,® "You. |

are charged" saye hia lardship, twith preaching rebellioxx from the pulpite

~ you, &n old men, and a minister of the gospel of peace, with advocating re- .
: bellion against. your lawml aoveroign, King George the III% ®hat have you to -

say in your dofanco?" !lothing chuntod he 18 reported to have raplieds "z

: aa happy to appear before youe l’or many nont.ha I have been held in cheins

for ‘preaching what I bellieve to be the truth. As to King George, I owe him . |
nothiné but, good will. X a.ux”uot‘unacquainted with his private charaotar,, x -
ves raised in Scotland, educated in its literary end theological schools; was |
settled in Ireland, where I spent the prime of w days and enigrated to this
country seven years 8go. As a king, he was bound to prqtect his subjects im .
the enjoyment of their rights, Protection and allegiance go ‘t.ogether, and
where the cne fails, the other cannot be mcted. The Declaration of
Independence ia but. & reiteration of what our covenanting fathers have almya
maintained, I am thankful you have given me liberty to speak, and will abide.

your pleasure, whatever it may be.* (1)

By wany historians tho’iictory at Kingis Mountain is considered the
finsl turning point of the Ravolutién; Cornwallis had good reasons for his en=
campuent In Winnsboro., The Partisans were swarming about the Red Coats like

(1) Howe's History Presbyterian Church, Volume I, Page 500.
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' angey hornets. On Jan, 17, 1781, the British met another serious defeat at N

- Cowpens, Continental teinforcements undar. Green were merching from Ha;yland, , ;
- Vi,x'ginia, and Horth Caerolina toward south Carolina, Gornwallﬁ.s promptly pre-
' mred to leave Winnsboro and to march to meet them, But some of the Whigs of

Fairfield conceived a plan to ambush and capture him. Lord Cornwallis was
aocuatomed to take a morning and evanﬁ.ng ride do\m the road. Colonel John

- m,nn, his eon I.ieut.enent Minor Winn, and one ather Whig concealed themselves

in & thicket, rifle in hand, mtending t.o cut him off. They were discovered

and apprehandad by & bend ot Teries, and were mndanmed to be hung on 2 certain
| day at 12:00 o'clock. Minor Winn took the aentence greatly to heartand aent

for the m:l.nistar, Mr. Martin, to pray with him, He was under guard in the
woods. The Britiah soldiers had cut dom some of the trsea for firewood and

. had piled up the brush in heaps, behind which Minor kneeled in prayer, and was

joined by the minister. Their oxeroieeapontinuad with the gallows in t‘nll
view t11l the fatal houi'. Friends stood listening for the drum and fife as
the political priscners were to be marched to the gallowa. Instead of this

. they were marched to Lord Cornwallis'e headquartare and pardonad. Minor Winn

was persuaded that this wus an expresa anauer t.o prayer, and wag snbaequantly
ofton taunted in his days of frol:lc, with thls forced repentance. (1)
~ Barly in Jenuary, Co mwallia hroke camp in Winnsboro where he had

mit.od since Oc'bober 29th. Nine months later, on October 19, 1781, he

: surrendorad to ﬁashinaton at !orktowu. Anerican Indepandance had been. won m

splta .of the pride end pover. of King George III.
The citizena of America can afford to be generous toward t.ho

invadero and perhaps tolerant. toward the despicable and misguided ‘rors.ee. But

(1) Howe's History of Presbyterian clmrbh, Volume I, Page 501
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the vorthiest monument to Cornwallis in South Curolina today is in *Fairfield”, .
H!.s' Lordship was right when he exclaimed PWhat & fair field"*, Although he was - -

wrong in underestimating the valor and patriotism of the men and women he

could not comiunr.. '





